effective use of
, artistry

crowd psychology s
and where e
cleverness of such artistes as
becomes outstanding.

follow Viotor
allowed to flag,
which deals out
characters in a very

death
wholesal

Two points
one is the_fact
come to the fore,
fresh laurels to his reputation
but that is only a

the death of his son.

In ‘ Darkness’’ we are
some very effective camera
atmosphere and

should be proud.

a tendency unduly to
limit of their strength and
ment could be made here by
superfluous and redundant.

Kinema-going public's taste,

The outstanding scenes in
show the hero’s part in the

produced than these. The r

about the magnificent settings
most successful way to exploit

and Ernest Torrance (the King of

The scenario, some will consider, unfortunately, does not
Hugo's novel, but since the
and since the novel is a very
and destruction

very good excuse for his adaptation.
of interest arise especiall
that a new produocer

and the other is

minor consideration
the way he has interpreted the character

Once again in Quality Plays (Gaumont) George Cooper
demonstrates that he is a pr \
individuality and artistic restraint that is not often

and execution of a plan of action which will pnfobably involve
again g1
Cooper has succeeded in transferring to

impression of a Guy
story ; an achievement of which any

Of the other British pictures one €at safely prop::ssy,v

the plight of down-and-out cx-Service men. -
It cannot be said that the simple little story
treated as artistically as it might have

in many touches which undoubtedly apﬂ%‘l
little domestic
mentalities which gain a round of applause, evern
they be scmewhat obvious and even crude.

war. _
reproductions of trench warfare and batt
venture to submit that non€ have
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(Gaumont) provides another
seems to be considerably in

pod o °

the Beggars) the acting

and backgrounds.

interest is never
gloomy one
to most of the
the producer has a esqueness.
from this picture,
unusual merit has
that Lon Chaney has added

i erful,

" His make-up is wond be there is missing, because
with

situation is too leisurely.

their personality or convey

« Comin’ Thro’ the Rye

work has an from the same causes as

oducer whose
equalled.

His work is characterised an

Qu.“ty Ag‘ln y d actim and a complete Bl’“liallt There l.las
ﬂef:n“ce”r'.:t'y of characterisation. For Photography the artistes to
instance, in ‘‘ The Reverse of the lyledal"- we are clearly

shown the working of a general’s mind during the planmng plot. Cecil Hepworth

the material at

iven sincerity and also
Finished ”’
the actual

roduction.

work, while 1n The photography is really

the screen
de Maupassan

world famous producer more testimony

artistry /
¢« Gipsy Love "’ (Ploneer).

has been

been ; there has been

al scenes beyond the, In this issue we have departed
P"O‘i‘r)‘:‘go::;:;' but a great improves and reprinted 1n full our review O
Rutting out a lot that is botr Momastery ” (General): The reason
producer, however, put$
e to the general Re-issue of 2

details and senti- Classic

ough

sideration, one cannot fail to see

t as artistic and satisfying as one
to the facilities

country in the matter of locations.

That a picture can be redeemed
of an individual artiste is clearly demonstrated 1n

and also induced
like Pola Negri could have overcome.

mistake; it tends to arti-
ficiality rather than convic-
tion, and some of: the
explosions are too near the
participants to allow one to
imagine that they escaped
disaster. But the general
impression is excellent and
thrilling.

“Bonnie Prince Charlie ”

costume picture, a type which
favour with British producers

The direction, t00, is notably good, at the moment. Our country’s
this has been augmented by the personality and A Change of legends, history and traditions cer-
Lon Chaney (the Hunchback) Scenery tainly open a wide field for pic-

turesqueness and effective _settings
American pictures
know California and kindred landscapes
know our own, soO that it is an absolute joy to see this
beautiful Highland scenery used so effectively.

The story value is, unfortunately,
The plot is sound enough, but C. C. Calvert
has allowed the interest to flag by a too rapid change
of scene and a tendency not to
enough with its logical sequence.
various escapes of Charles Stuart,

the whole conception of the
The artistes, too,
suffer because they are not allowed sufficient time to impress
an emotion.

» (Hepworth) suffers somewhat
« Bonnie Prince Charlie.”
treatment is slow and mechanical, it lacks the flesh and

blood effect it should

have taught us to
even better than we

not equal to the pictur-

follow up an action quickly
For instance, in the

the thrill that ought to

necessarily

The

have expressed.
been a tendency to allow
emphasise their types

rather than to express their characters,
and they do not contribute sufficiently to the action of the
has suffered chiefly,
his command, and taking:

however, from
this into con-

the obvious beauties of the

beautiful and his exteriors are
e could wish; they form

one

and advantages of this

a popular success for A Couple of Down anc ) e e _production, was
N icture which while rade show .

(Napoleon). Samuelsz‘:,t}'::‘;yp'::;?:le:tgci: (::onception is A Screen Genius. hf\mpered :tsdeﬁectwerness ve.?;f oo‘t:,.

Wonderful War far removed the average Ameri- ) -§lde|jab!y, an by yetmbe%:lxse | t o

Sc « gob stuff ”’ in that it has an artistry of Pola Negri it oou n p proving

enes s\l)"‘éct and a human perspectwe. t interesting and attractwed. In co::‘;l ﬁrsrthplac:ct tx print

1 NQ s , e s

h‘.'.‘“gs it thg.beastliness . ﬂ:e §§ turz:a'gnin(t)o ;:‘ell:l :p while v?:::es aftr‘om tslfe ope):'a. ¢ Carme:\," “‘:‘2:

t\:\ng;:‘('iz‘iit::a}é;r:ez;g llielg‘l)um e Fr?:;:; izto the limelight shewn on the screen and sung by a voice heard off. This

i also brings simply helped to rum the continuity which already suffered

an air of artificiality which

from our usual custom
« The Secret of the
for so doing is that

it can undoubtedly be classed amongst
the screen classics, and was one of
the first pictures to depart from the
American. screen conventions. which

gained such 2 hold both during and 'afte(\l"the war. This
. 4k admirable production, in which artistry an popularity seem
this picture are th::een ‘r‘ral::\; :gmlra ine, has been e -9d'ned and re-titled, and provides

Lately we have St a subject those exhibitors who do not believe that the

le scenes, D
more effectively

n - . Vg .
ed tinting of shell bursts 15 & anything 1t 1S given.

public is entirely brainless and will put up

indefinitely with




