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“The Reverse.of the Medal,”” * Darkness” and ‘‘ Finished,” three
dramas, are worthy of being featured at any hall. - The comedy,
“.Constant Hot' Water,” with speeding up, should be a good item
for- any -program. - . - - : ¢
Only the four plays mentioned above were Trade shown, and they
provide as good shoit material as we have seen for a long time.

The dramas have an individuality and novelty of their own, and
stories ' that ‘hold the attention by the cleverness with which they
have been worked ‘out. The comedy has less novelty, but contains
plenty of humour of a farcical but not slap-stick nature.

4 Darkness.”-—A man dashes through the storm into the house of
the man hc intends to murder. As he enters the lamp is blown
down and smashed, From where his su
the fire he learns that his enemy is dead.
ruined Keever’s father, and he had nursed this hate for twenty years,
and had now come to kill. - Finmlly, the figure by the fire rises, and
Keever sees a man racked by suffering—Gandhill, a priest, and dead
—to the world. Wiith a cry of terror Keever flees.

* The Reverse of the Medal.”—A general decides to send a message
by aeroplane instructing the general commanding that wing to with-
draw. That message he desires to crash in the enemy’s lines to mis-
lead him. The flying officer for duty reports. It is his own son. He
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wavers, but finally sacrifices his son to duty. The battle progresses
until the enemy are on the run. Later comes a message that his son
is safe, his aeropline having fallen into a river.

‘‘ Finished,”’—The Comte de Lormerin was old, but he considered
himself not yet finished. He
telling him that she still loves him. He goes to see her. She is old,
and he, disillusioned. He sees her daughter, admires her, but when
she goes to help him from his chair, saying that her father always
told her she must assist old men, he feels a pang. Reaching home he
ld.:'k:hei:l‘ the glass, and sinking in a chair tells himself that he js—

i .

‘ Oonstant Hot Water.’’—Eardley Adams hires a flat for himself
and friend at the same time as Rosina Tennant took one for herself
and a friend. The men get No. 9, and the girls No. 6. Rosina’s
friend arrives first, and the drowsy porter gives her the key for
No. 9, and the lady is having a bath when Eardley arrives.
Explanations followed, and then they find cannot get out
because of a patent burglar proof lock, Meanwhile, Eardley’s friend
has been given the key for No. 6, and has gone to bed, so when Rosina

arrived there were more compromising situations. Finally, peace
is restored.

Origin.—British.

Production.—All these plays are chiaracterised by the same economy
of action, and a strong sense of conviction and individuality. .

In “ The Reverse of the Medal” every action helps to build up
the conception of the general’s state of mind when he has tn sacrifice
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It is enough to say of * Finished’’ that George Cooper has
managed to translate a story of Guy de Mau t on to the screen
without ruining the author’s intention, and conveying exactly the
same impression,

At the Trade show this picture appears to have suffered from an
addition. to the sub-titles. When we were privileged to a private press
show of the film there was a reproduction of a letter which actually
appeared in Maupassant’s story, and which was indispensable to the
proper elucidation of the motif. This has apparently been cut out.
and instead a two line subtitle is shown, which is not nearly so
effective. It is to be hoped that the original letter will be re-
inserted.

Acting.—There is no space to deal with the acting with the full-
ness it deserves. Each cast is, however, without a weakness. Clive
Brook gives the best performance we have seen him give as the
general in “ The Reverse of the Medal.”” Hugh Miller is excellent
g: . Datkn'ess," 3: is Gordon CCrlig in a child p‘f‘toF Jgrg‘j‘,

obertshaw’s rendering of the Comte Lormerin in inishe:
could hardly be bettel:‘ed. g
. Both Gladys Jennings and Gibb McLaughlin help to make
¢ Constant Hot Water "’ the pleasant comedy it is.

Photography.—-Good. Clever lighting effects in ‘‘ Darkness.”
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Darkness : # Quality Plays”’ (Gaumont) Jo

his son. It is a brilliantly directed study with everything con- ::

tributing to the sense of reality and inti . In * Darkness "’ we e

have the same effect: an intimate know of the characters it

portrayed and a subtly conveyed insight into thgir conflicting st

emotions. The lighting in this picture is ly effective. 1

For the major part of the film the light is only thrown on the face h

and hands of the man sitting by the chair, and on the man who has C

ets a letter from a girl he had loved entered to murder. R
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